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ABSTRACT
Patterns of extinction and diversification in the Phanerozoic can be accounted for by stochastic models. This
result may suggest that these general patterns of biotic evolution represent a huge number of largely independent
processes rather than singular processes. Therefore, paleontologists should focus on individual events and chains
of events rather than on the general patterns.
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RESUMEN
Los modelos de extincion y de diversificacion pueden referirse a modelos estocdsticos. Este resultado puede suge-
rir que dichos comportamientos generales de la evolucidn orgdnica representan a un gran nimero de procesos
ampliamente independientes mas que a fenomenos singulares. No obstante, los paleontélogos deberian fijarse
en los fenémenos individuales o en los encadenados mds que en los modelos generales.
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