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ABSTRACT 

New collecting of ammonites and inoceramid bivalves from Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary sections exposed al 
Sopelana and Zumaya, Spain, and Hendaye and Bidart (Biarritz), France, has led to better understanding of 
molluscan biostratigraphy in each of these coastal exposures. Ali of these sections can be lithologically 
correlated. At ali of the sections, ammonites have now been found within the last meter of the Cretaceous. 
Also, in ali of the sections, inoceramid bivalves disappear near the base A. mayaronensis planktonic foram 
zone, the only exception being the small, enigmatic bivalve genus Tenuipteria, which ranges up to the 
Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary. 
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RESUMEN 

Nuevas recogidas de ammonites e inocerámidos de las secciones del límite Cretácico-Terciario (K/T) de 
Sopelana y Zumaya (España) y de Hendaya y Bidart (Biarritz, Francia) han permitido comprender mejor la 
bioestratigrafía de cada una de dichas secciones. Todas ellas pueden ser correlacionadas litológicamente y, 
asimismo, contienen ammonites hasta el último metro bajo el límite K/T. También en todas las secciones los 
inocerámidos desaparecen cerca de la base de la Zona Mayaroensis de los foraminíferos planctónicos, salvo el 
enigmático bivalvo Tenuipteria que se extiende hasta el límite KIT. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary sections ex­
posed in the vicinity of the Spanish-French border 
in the Bay of Biscay region are potentially of great 
use in testing hypotheses of Cretaceous-Tertiary tran­
s ition extinctions. The reasons for this are several. 
First, these sections are judged by micropaleontolo­
gists to be relatively complete (Smit, et al., 1987). 
Secondly, the sections showed high sedimentation 
rates, thus increasihg resolution of stratigraphy. Fi-

nally, their virtually continous exposure along coast­
lines allows ready access for collecting. 

The purpose of this brief contribution is to 
report progress in biostratigraphic collecting of am­
moriites and inoceramid bivalves from five of the 
well-exposed coastal exposures found on the Bay of 
Biscay: Zumaya, two sections at Sope lana, Hendaye, 
and Bidart (Fig. 1). Although species names have in 
most cases been assigned, they must remain provi­
sional pending a fuller taxonomic treatment now in 
progress. 
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