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ABSTRACT 

The lignite mine of Alcoy (Alicante, Spain) is a classic macro mammal locality that was already known before 
1845. This locality was placed in the Upper Miocene by severa! authors, but it was placed in the Pliocene by others. 

The fauna includes a suid, that helps to date the locality. During the long period that the suid was known 
it has been determined as Hyotherium soemmeringi. Korynochoerus palaeochoerus and Sus arvernensi. It also 
might represent Korynochoerus provincia/is. The material studied by us belongs to Korynochoerus palaeochoerus. 

There are four species of importance for dating Alcoy: K. pa/aeochoerus, Dicerorhinus schleiermacheri. Hip· 
parion gromovae and Hipparion crassum. The first three species are thought to have their last occurrence in MN 13, 
the last species is thought to have its first occurrence in MN 13. Alcoy is placed in MN 13 - the Upper Miocene. 

Keywords: Alcoy, Suidae, Suinae, Dicoryphochoerini, Korynochoerus palaeochoerus, Mio-Pliocene limit. 

RESUMEN 

La mina de lignito de Alcoy (Alicante, España) es uno de los yacimientos clásicos de macromamíferos y es cono­
cido ya desde antes del 1845. Este yacimiento fue datado por algunos autores como Mioceno Superior y por 
otros como Plioceno. 

La fauna incluye un suido que nos ayuda a datar el yacimiento. Durante el largo lapso de tiempo en que 
el suido fue conocido, fue determinado como Hyotherium soemmeringi, Korynochoerus palaeochoerus y Sus ar­
vernensis. Pero también podría representar Korynochoerus provincia/is. El material estudiado por nosotros per­
tenece a Korynochoerus palaeochoerus. 

Cuatro de las especies de Alcoy tienen importancia para la datación de este yacimiento: K. pa!aeochoerus, 
Dicerorhinus schleiermacheri, Hipparion gromovae y Hipparion crassum. Se piensa que las tres primeras especies 
tienen su última aparición en MN 13 mientras que la última especie tiene su entrada en MN 13. Por tanto se 
data el yacimiento de Alcoy como MN 13, Mioceno Superior. 

Palabras Clave: Alcoy, Suidae, Suina.e, Dicoryphochoerini, Korynochoerus palaeochoerus, límite Mio-Plioceno. 

at least from 1845, see Basca (1911). This author is the 

first to mention a second locality in this area, Concen­

taina. Jiménez de Cisneros (1919) published Elephasan­
tiquus from a Cuaternary locality near Alcoy. Thaler, 

Crusafont & Adrover (1965) described micromammals 

from a different locality in a valley near the lignite mi­

ne of Alcoy (Alcoy barranco) and considered it to be 

Upper Pliocene. Later it was placed in MN 13 - Upper 

Miocene (Mein, 1975). Esteban y Lacomba (in prep.) 

described rodents from a new locality near Alcoy: El 

Puntal and place it in MN 15. 

INTRODUCTION 

The locality 

The lignite mine of Alcoy is one of the oldest known 

spanish vertebrate localities. 

The locality of Alcoy was first mentioned by Ez­

querra del Bayo (1850) and Gervais (1852) was the first 

to describe and figure material from Alcoy, but the lo­

cality is a lignite mine (Alcoy-mina) and was known 
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