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ABSTRACT 

We describe the human remains (three fragments of humerus) found in the southeast of the Iberian Peninsula 
sites, (Venta Micena and Cueva Victoria) which confirm the existence of humans in Europe during the Lower Pleis
tocene. We describe evidences of anthropic action in Venta Micena, too. 
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RESUMEN 

Se describen los restos humanos (tres fragmentos de humeros) encontrados en Venta Micena (Orce, Granada) y 
Cueva Victoria (Cartagena, Murcia). Se describen tambien evidencias de la acci6n antr6pica en la region de Orce 
(industrias liticas, cutmarks, huesos rotos por percusi6n). 
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INTRODUCTION 

In 1983 a fragment of the occipital region of a skull 
was found in the site of Venta Micena (Orce, Granada, 
Spain). It was initially assigned to the genusHomo by 
Gibert (1984). The presence of a small ridge on the sur
face of the occipital upper scale, and the morphology 
of the digital impressions made some authors doubt its 
human affinities, Shapiro & Janzen (1960). In 1987, 
Campillo, showed that digital impressions are usual 
among children. The digital impressions are absent 
when the child is born, but appear before the anterior 
fontanelle closes (14 months), and become more mar
ked up to he is 6 years old, remaining stationary till he 
is 10 years old, and from this age will weaken onwards. 
The reason for their appearance is not clear yet, alt
hough it is generally accepted that they are due to cere
bral growth. One of us, (Gibert et al., 1989 c) has found 
Neolithic human occipital fragments with similar im
pressions to those of the skull of Orce. The presence 
of a saggital crest which originates in the apex of the 
squama occipitalis does not weaken the diagnosis (Cam
pillo, 1989), 

Garcia-Olivares et al. (1989), detected human al-

bumin in the skull of Orce, and these results were also 
obtained by Lowenstein (in Gibert 1989 a) when analy
sing a sample of the skull. 

The human-like features of the skull of Orce are 
the amplitude of the longitudinal and transversal cur
vatures, the sa�gital arch length, the S4 suture, the 
morphology of the saggital and lambdoid sutures, the 
occipital superior angle and the distribution and shape 
of the digital impressions (Gibert et al., 1989 a, b, c). 

A human-like phalanx was found in the karstic de
posits at Cueva Victoria. A preliminary note of the dis
covery was published by Pons-Moya (1985), and a pre
liminary morphological and morphometrical study fo
llowed (Gibert and Perez-Perez, 1989). 

In this report, we describe human remains -the 
fragments of humerus and phalanx- found in 1988 at 
the sites of Venta Micena and Cueva Victoria. That con
firms human presence during the Lower Pleistocene. 

The fauna found at Cueva Victoria is homogenous 
throughout the cave. Some transportation of the sedi
ments may have occured from the main hall to the ga
lleries, but their faunal content only differs in size from 
that of the main hall. The karstic sediments may thus 
be considered synchronic. 
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