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ABSTRACT 

Ostracocles from 8 localities in the Lower Cretaceous of northern and eastern Spain are described and ilustrated. 
Two charophytc spccics are also recorded. 

A fauna oí 11 spccies oí both marine and non-marine or brackish water ostracodes and two species of" 
charophytes was obtained írom prcclominanlly Wealclen-facies deposits in northern Valencia Province. In this arca 
the Wealden facies is probably Barremian in age. A nearby locality in southern Tarragona Province yiclded 20 
specics oí marine Ostracoda oí which five are recorded here and 15 were clealt with prcviously in beds of 
Uarremian/ Aptian agc. Thc non-marine ostracodes are endemic in nature while the marine ostracodcs are rclatcd to 
western European and North American species. 

Nineteen species oí probable Aptian age were obtained írom carbonate localities in Tarragona Province and in 
southern Valencia Province. These species also show relationships to western European and North American Gulf 
and Atlantic coast species. 

A small fauna of three species was found in probable Albian carbonate and shale deposits in northern Spain 
near Santander. 
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RESUMEN 

En este trabajo se describen e ilustran ostracodos del Cretácico Inferior procedentes de 8 localidades del Norte 
y Este de Espaiia. También se incluyen dos especies de carófitas. En el norte de la provincia ele Valencia, en 
depósitos de facies mayoritariamente wealdieneses. se encontró una fauna con 11 especies de ostracodos, tanto 
marinos como no marinos o salobres y dos especies de carófitas. En ese itrea las facies Wealcl son probablemente 
ele edad Barremiense. En una localidad cercana, en el sur de la provincia ele Tarragona, se han encontrado 20 
especies de ostracodos marinos en capas de edad Barremiense-Aptiense. De ellas, describimos en este artículo 5, ya 
que las 15 restantes han siclo tratadas en trabajos previos. Mientras que los ostracoclos no marinos son endémicos, 
los marinos guardan relación con especies de Europa occidental y América del Norte. 

En varias localidades de la provincia de Tarragona y del sur de la provincia de Valencia, las facies carbonatadas 
de edad probable Aptiense contienen diecinueve especies, también relacionadas con especies de Europa occidental 
y de las costas del Golfo de México y del Atlántico. 

En el norte de España, cerca de Santander, se encontró una reducida fauna con tres especies en depósitos de 
carbonatos y lutitas ele probable edad Albiense. 

Palabras clave: Ostracodos, Cretácico, España, Barremiense, Aptiense, Albiense. 

INTRODUCfION 

This paper describes and illustrates 40 species of 
Ostracoda and two species of charophytes from the 
Lower Cretaccous of northeastern Spain. The work is 
part of a study undertaken by the writer to compare 
Lower Cretaceous ostracode faunas in southern and 
eastern United States with those of southwestern Euro­
pe. The collections were obtained by the writer during 
the period 1975-1978 from 8 localities listed below. Sam­
plcs from 51 other Lower Cretaceous localities in nort­
hern, eastern and southeastern Spain did not yield 
Ostra coda. 

Relatively few studies have been published on Lower 
Cretaceous ostracodes from Spain. Ramírez del Pozo 
( 1969, 1973) gave summaries of the Aptian and Albian 

Ostracoda of areas in northern Spain. Kneuper-Haack 
( 1966) reported on non-marine W ealden facies in the 
Sierra de los Cameros. Brenner (1976) published a com­
prehensive study of Ostracoda and charophytes in Weal­
dcn facies of northeastern Spain. He found 68 species 
of Ostracoda and 16 of charophytes in a Purbeck-Wealden 
non-marine to brackish-marine sequence ranging from 
the Kimmeridgian to the Aptian. Andreu (1985) exami­
ned Albian and Cenomanian ostracodes frorn the Sierra 
d'Aulet southern Pyrenees, Spain. Swain, Xie and von 
llillebrandt (1991) described a Barremian-Aptian ostra­
code fauna from Tarragona Province, notheastern Spain. 
Discussions of Lowcr Cretaceous rocks north of the 
study area in the southern Pyrenees have been provi­
ded by Grekoff et al. (1961) and by Peybernes and 
Oertli (1972). 
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