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ABSTRACT 

Three ammonites; Ermoceras cf. coronatoides Douvillé, Teloceras labrum Buckman, and Norma1111ites gr. braikenridgii 
(Sowerby); have been recorded for the first time from the latest early Middle, to Late Bajocian of Wadi Huni 
biomicritic marly limestone of Zerqa Wadi in the Dier-Alla area. This fossil fauna is comparable with other levant 
countries. 
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RESUMEN 

Se han encontrado, por primera vez, tres especies de ammonites: Ermoceras cf. coronotoides Douvillé, Teloceras 
/abrum Buckman y Normannites gr. braikenridgii (Sowerby), en terrenos de edades Bajocienses medio, parte inferior 
terminal, a Bajociense superior en las margocalizas biomicríticas de Wadi Huni en Zerqa Wadi, área de Dier-Alla. 
Esta fauna fósil es comparable con otras de países del Levante. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Jurassic rock crops out in North Jordan, along the 
Western part of the Zerqa Wadi between the old Jerash 
bridge, which is now covered by the King Talal Oam 
Pool, and the town of Dier-Alla to the West. Exposures 
extend some 20 km southwards passing through Ain
Khuneizir, Subeihi, and Arda road. Two small exposu
res of Jurassic dolomites and limestones occur in the 
depression of Baqa and near the intcrsection of Wadi 
Mahis and Wadi Shuieb (Fig. l ). 

The Jurassic rocks of Jordan have been studied 
and investigated by many geologists and paleontolo
gists, such as Cox (1925), Muir-Wood (1925), Blake 
( 1936), Blake and Ion id es (1939), Avnimelech (1945), 
Quennell (1951), Burdon (1959), Bender (1968), Basha 
(1980, 1983), and Bandel (1981). However, after Cox 
(1925), and Muir-Wood (1925), no reports on new Juras
sic macrofossils from Jordan have appeared. Authors 
used to publish lists of Jurassic fossils, e.g. Wetzel and 
Morton (1959), while the biostratigraphic value of these 
macrofossils was never further investigated except by 
Bandel and Zeiss (1987) who found the Bathonian 
Micromphalites jordanicum in the upper part of the stu
died section. 

Jurassic fossils from the Zerqa Wadi were first 
reported by Wetzstein ( 1859), then followed by Libbey 
and Hoskins (1905), and Blanckenhorn (1912) who fai
led to re-discover the exposure. However, the first reports 
on the Jurassic fossils from Jordan were published by 
Cox (1925) and Muir-Wood (1925) on material collec-

ted from the mouth of the Zerqa Wadi and they correctly 
assigned Bajocian-Bathonian ages to the identified 
macrofossils. 

Blake (1936) sketched and described a thick section 
about (200 m) from the Wadi Huni to Burma village; 
composed of shales, sandstones, limestones, dolomites 
and marly limestones. Its fossil contents were determi
ned by Cox (1925) and Muir-Wood (1925) as Bajocian
Bathonian. 

Wetzel and Morton (1959) measured about 350 m 
of Jurassic rocks and oamed them the Huni Formation. 

Blake and Ionides (1939) referred the fossils collec
ted by Damesin (1963) from a 73 m section in the 
Wadi Zerqa to Bajocian-Bathonian and ?-Callovian ages. 

Hoffman (in Bender, 1968) assigned a Bathonian 
age to the fossils collected by Van den Boom and 
Lahloob from the Zerqa bridge. 

Gramman (in Bender, 1968) identified the micro
fauna of the Zerqa bridge and erroneously assigned 
ages up to the Oxfordian. 

Jordan (in Bender, 1968) referred the fossils, collec
ted by Wiesemann, from the upper five meters of the 
50-70 thick limestones of the Wadi ed Dafali at the
Wadi Zerqa, to Aalenian-Early Bathonian ages.

Micropaleontological studies were carried out by 
Basha (1980, 1983) on the Jurassic outcrops of Jordan 
at the Wadi Zerqa, and the Ain-Khuneizier-Arda road 
and subdivided the successions into five formations 
equivalent to those reported in Israel. AJso Bandel (1981) 
divided the Jurassic rocks in Jordan on lithostratigra
phic grounds into six formations. 
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