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ABSTRACT 

The Suoidea (Mammalia) of the Lower Miocene (Agenian, MN 2a) locality Cetina de Aragón (Spain) are 
Hyotherium meisneri, Hyotherium major (Suidae) and Propa/aeochoerus sp. A (Tayassuidae). 

Most of the fossils belong to Hyotherium meisneri; ali permanent teeth are represented. Up to now this species 
was known by few material. Currently, H. meisneri and H. major were considered to be either regional subspecies or 
synonyms. H. meisneri from Cetina is compared to H. major from its type locality St.-Gérand-le-Puy. The 
morphology does not differ much, but there is an average size difference of 15 %. Size differences of 15 % are 
common in sympatric species of suoids and tragulids. As the ranges of H. major and H. meisneri overlap in time and 
space the two taxa are different species, in stead of subspecies. 

Hyotherium meisneri is one of the oldest known suids, but shows already the outward fiare in the upper canines 
of the males, which is typical for the Suidae. Within the Hyotheriinae the genus Hyotherium is characterized by 
elongated premolars. 

Propa/aeochoerus sp. A from Cetina and Montaigu is similar in size to Propalaeochoerus sp. B from Tomerdin
gen, but differs in having larger posterior molars and smaller premolars, it might be a direct descendant. These 
tayassuids and Propa!aeochoeruss e/averensis differ from all other Palaeochoerus-like tayassuids, including Pa/aeochoe
rus? pusillus, in the elongated last upper molar. 
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RESUMEN 

Los Suoidea (Mammalia) del yacimiento del Mioceno Inferior (Ageniense, MN 2a) de Cetina de Aragón son 
Hyotherium meisneri, Hyotherium majar (Suidae) y Propa!aeochoerus sp. A (Tayassuidae). 

La mayor parte de los fósiles pertenecen a Hyotherium meisneri; todos los dientes permanentes están represen
tados. Esta especie estaba representada por escaso material y H. meisneri y H. major eran consideradas como 
subespecies geográficas o como sinónimas. En el trabajo se compara H. meisneri, de Cetina, con H. major del 
yacimiento tipo St.-Gérand-le-Puy. La morfología no difiere mucho, pero hay una diferencia en la talla media del 
15 %. Diferencias del tamaño del 15 % son comunes en especies simpátridas de Suoidea y Tragulidae. Dado que hay 
un solapamiento de las distribuciones temporales y geográficas, H. major y H. meisneri deben considerarse como dos 
especies distintas y no como dos subespecies. 

Hyotherium meisneri es uno de los suidos más antiguos, no obstante los caninos superiores de los machos ya 
están orientados hacia fuera, lo que es típico de los Suidae. Dentro de los Hyotheriinae, el género Hyotherium se 
caracteriza por premolares alargados. 

Propa/aeochoerus sp. A, de Cetina y Montaigu, es similar en tamaño a Propalaeochoerus sp. B de Tomerdingen, 
pero difiere en sus molares posteriores más largos y sus premolares más pequeños y podría ser un descendiente 
directo. Estos tayassuidos y Propa!aeochoerus e/averensis difieren de todos los demás tayassuidos semejantes a 
Pa!aeochoerus, incluso Pa!aeochoerus? pusillus, en el alargamiento del último molar superior. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The locality and excavation 

The locality of Cetina de Aragón was known already 
in the twenties of this century (Villalta & Crusafont, 
1945). lt is Lower Miocene (Agenian) locality where 
both large and small mammals (Daams, 1976) have 
been collected. 

The fossils described in this paper were excavated 
in 1983 and are stored in the Museo Nacional de Cien
cias Naturales (MNCN) in Madrid. There are sorne 

smaller collections in other institutes, to which referen
ce is made. An older collection is stored in the Institut 
Palaeontologic Dr. M. Crusafont in Sabadell (IPS). This 
collection was described by Truyols (1962), but the 
description was not published. A copy of this descrip
tion is present in the IPS. Sorne more fossils were 
collected in 1987 and are stored in the Museo Paleonto
lógico de la Universidad de Zaragoza (MPZ). Sorne 
fossils of larger mammals were collected along with the 
micromammalia described by Daams (1976) and are 
stored in the Instituut voor Aardwetenschappen, Utrecht 
(IVAU). 
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