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ABSTRACT

This work deals with the study of a level bearing articulated brachiopods coming from the middle part of the
Cabos Series in the Navia-Alto Sil Domain (West Asturian-Leonese Zone, NW Spain).

Molds of disarticulated valves of Protambonites primigenius Havlicek. 1972 are the only fossils occurring in
the studied coquina found near La Caridad (Asturias). The numerous Asturian sample allows us to broaden the
knowledge on this species, only known from a few specimens of the Cambro-Ordovician transition interval of
the Iberian Chains (Northeastern Spain). The studied shells also afford new data on the genus Protambonites,
which, although endemic of the Mediterranean Province, displays the especial interest of being considered as the
ancestral form of the suborder Clitambonitidina. Protambonites would have arisen from the Orthidina genus
Billingsella and differs from it, almost exclusively, by its pinnate mantle canal system in both valves; this feature
is characteristic of all the Clitambonitidina and is very well developed in the Asturian specimens. The studied
sample strengthens the assignment of Protambonites to the Polytoechiidae, on displaying several features typical
of this family but not observed up to now in the known specimens of the genus as for instance, the peculiar
radially striated ventral interarea, and the apical foramen perforating the pseudodeltidium.

Although the Bohemian species of Protambonites are restricted to the Tremadoc Series. the uncertainty of the
age of the horizons yielding P. primigenius in the Iberian Chains only permits suggesting a Cambro-Ordovician
transition age for the studied interval of the Cabos Series.
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RESUMEN

En este trabajo se aborda el estudio sistemdtico de un rico nivel de braquidpodos fésiles procedentes de la parte
media de la Serie de los Cabos en el Dominio del Navia y Alto Sil (Zona Asturoccidental-leonesa, NO de
Espafia).

El material recogido en los alrededores de La Caridad (Asturias) estd constituido exclusivamente por moldes
de valvas desarticuladas de Protambonites primigenius Havlicek, 1972. La extensa muestra asturiana permite
ampliar el conocimiento sobre esta especie, de la que sélo se conocen unos pocos ejemplares en los niveles de
transiciéon Cambrico-Ordovicico de las Cadenas Ibéricas. Las conchas estudiadas también aportan nuevos datos
sobre el género Protambonites, que, aunque endémico de la Provincia Mediterrdnea. presenta un amplio interés
al ser considerado la forma ancestral del suborden Clitambonitidina. Protambonites procederia del ortidino
Billingsella, del que se diferencia, casi exclusivamente, por su sistema de canales del manto, pinado en ambas
valvas; este rasgo es caracteristico de los clitambonitidinos y estd muy bien desarrollado en los ejemplares
asturianos. El material estudiado refuerza la asignacion de Prorambonites a la familia Polytoechiidae, al
presentar algunas estructuras tipicas de la familia pero no observadas hasta ahora en los ejemplares conocidos del
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