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ABSTRACT

The interest in Stratigraphy of Bryozoa is discussed, through the study of the Paleogene fossil species recognized in
European basins (excluding the former USSR). It seems that the utility of these fossils in biostratigraphy, mainly
within each basin, has been demonstrated. Their interest may be accepted given the great abundance of species
found in different Paleogene chronostratigraphic units. Further research is needed to define the status of this
phylum for stratigraphic analysis.
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RESUMEN

Un analisis de las especies de briozoos fosiles en las distintas cuencas paledgenas de Europa (excluyendo las de la
antigua URRS) permite ver la importancia de este grupo fdsil y su interés en Bioestratigrafia. En los andlisis
intracuenca parece evidente que puede ser utilizado con mucho provecho. Para establecer correlaciones entre
cuencas distintas pueden ser muy ttiles si se usan con la circunspeccion necesaria. Para todo ello conviene
incrementar la investigacion sobre los Briozoos y la Estratigrafia en otras regiones y en sucesiones de otras edades.
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* This contribution was presented at the IGCP 286 “Early Paleogene Benthos” Meeting in Aspet, France (September

7-10, 1994).

INTRODUCTION

In the First International Conference on Bryozoa
of the International Bryczoology Assocciation, held in
the buildings and with the sponsorhip of the AGIP
Direzione Mineraria in San Donato Milanese (Italy),
the first group of contributions were on “The Bryozoa
in oil research”. The contributions within this group by
Enrico Annoscia, Richard S. Boardman and Yves V.
Gautier made a plea for the use of Bryozoa in oil
research, i. e. in biostratigraphical research. Gautier (1968,
p. 34-35) said “...it does not seem that Bryozoa have
been admitted really as useful microfossils; yet recent
treatises of Paleontology are dealing with them... but
only as to a basic research group. That is why we have
in the IBA to show that may be used as well as Ostra-
coda and even, sometimes, as Foraminifera; what we
have to do is to write a treatise analogous of Ellis and
Messina’s treatise on Foraminifera: there is no doubt
that this is our duty and there is good hope that will be
done in the next ten years”.

Unfortunately, twenty five years later, there is no a
treatise like that cited by Ellis and Messina. Nor has the
use of Bryozoa in biostratigraphy achieved significant
targets, in spite of very interesting stratigraphic conside-
rations and data in nearly all monographs on Bryozoa
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published. On the other hand, some other approaches
in the study of bryozoans related to stratigraphic work
must be also considered. One of them is that concern-
ing to the use of Bryozoa in paleoenvironmental analy-
sis, through the study of zoarial forms. Stach (1936),
Lagaaij and Gautier (1965), Labracherie and Prud’hom-
me (1966), Schopf (1969), Nelson et al. (1988) and
Bianchi er al. (1990) are important contributions in this
aspect. I myself (Reguant, 1993) have also summarized
some of the contributions of the bryozoans to paleo-
ecologic and sedimentologic analysis. Another approach
refers to the general contribution of the bryozoans in
rock formation and the different taxa present in each
chronostratigraphic unit. With this approach it is possi-
ble to discern the history of phylum Bryozoa and the
general stratigraphic interest of this kind of fossils.

In this contribution I discuss the presence of bryo-
zoans in a part of stratigraphic scale, the Paleogene
period, through the analysis of European Paleogene
bryozoan species recognized in the literature, preceded
by some analytical observations on Paleogene bryozoan
genera. With them I will contribute to the fulfilment of
the desire expressed by the cited bryozoologists in the
IBA First Conference after the publication of the pro-
ceedings of the 9th IBA Conference (Hayward, Ryland
and Taylor, 1994).




































