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ABSTRACT 

A new species of Aseptella, A. beetsi, is described from Lower Carboniferous, Visean (Arundian-Holkerian) to 

lower Namurian (Arnsbergian) griotte limestones of the Cantabrian Mountains, variously called Alba or 
Genicera Formation. The new species, with a weakly developed brachia! median septum, seems to be the 
ancestor of the type species, A. asturica, from the Bashkirian of Cantabrian Mts, which only develops a median 

septum in its juvenile specimens. The new species shows a peculiar offshoot of the marginal ridge, possibly for 
better separation of the ears. The systematic position of the genus Aseptella is briefly discussed as are the 

implications of the occurrence of this genus in Argentina. 
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RESUMEN 

Se describe una nueva especie de Aseptella, A. beetsi, de la caliza griotte de! Carbonffero Inferior de la 
Cordillera Cantabrica, llamada Formaci6n Alba o Genicera. La edad de! material varfa entre el Viseense 

(Arundiense-Holkeriense) y el Namuriense inferior (Arnsbergiense). La nueva especie se caracteriza por 
presentar un debil septo medio en el interior de la valva braquial, caracter que la sefiala como probable 

antepasada de la especie tipo, .4. asturica, de! Bashkiriense de !a Cordi!!er a Cant3brica, en la que el septa 1nedio 
se ha observado unicamente en algunos ejemplares juveniles. La nueva especie presenta tambien una peculiar 
ramificaci6n de las crestas marginales que, posiblemente, mejorarfa la separaci6n de !as orejetas. Se discute la 
posici6n sistematica del genero Aseptel/a, y tambien !as implicaciones de los hallazgos de! genero en Argentina. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A new species of Aseptella is described based on 

material collected from various levels of the Lower 
Carboniferous griotte limestones of the Cantabrian 
Mountains, variously called Alba Formation or Genicera 
Formation (Comte, 1959; Wagner et al., 1972; Sanchez 
de Posada et al., l 996), including a transitional horizon 
with the overlying black limestones of the Barcaliente 
Formation (see Figs. I and 2). The oldest specimens, of 

middle Yisean (Arundian-Holkerian) age, are found at 
Triollo, whilst the other specimens are of early Namurian 

(Arnsbergian) age. 

This formation is exposed in steeply dipping thrust 
structures of various tectonic units in the Cantabrian 

Mountains (see Fig. 1). 

Collecting was done by the authors, partly 
accompanied by Dr L.C. Sanchez de Posada. A rich 
collection from Perlora was obtained by the Nationaal 

Natuurhistorisch Museum at Leiden from the former 
Geological Institute of Leiden University (unfortunately 
the collector is unknown). 

The material is deposited at the Geology Department 

of the University of Oviedo (prefixes DPO) and at the 
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum Naturalis at Leiden 

(prefixes RGM). 
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