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ABSTRACT 

The main objective of the present paper is to communicate, to the paleontological community the type material 

of fossil invertebrates at the Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales. Most of this type material belongs to historic 

collections that were recovered after the retrieval and study of 70% of the fossil invertebrates material, and 

includes type specimens from W.Kilian, ].Vilanova y Piera, J. Lambert and V. van Straelen amongst other well

known naturalists. 
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RESUMEN 

La presente nota trata de informar a la comunidad paleontologica de la existencia, en !as colecciones de 

invertebrados fosiles del Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, de ejemplares tipo de varios taxa. La mayor 

parte de este material tipo corresponde a ejemplares de colecciones historicas, de las que se ha recuperado y 

estudiado alrededor de un 70% de sus fondos, aunque algunos ejemplares proceden de colecciones mas recientes. 

Por tanto, a la importancia de la divulgacion de colecciones de ejemplares tipo, se une el interes de relacionar 

algunos de ellos con naturalistas de la talla de W. Kilian, J. Vilanova y Piera, J. Lambert o V. van Straelen, entre 

otros. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales of Madrid 

was founded in 1771 as the Real Gabinete de Historia 

Natural, during the reign of Carlos lTI (Calatayud, I 986, 

I 988; Montero, I 995). After more than two centuries 

showing successive splendour and decadence periods 

(Barreiro, I 944; Montero, I 995), a new stage began in 1985 

with a physical and documentated retrieval process of the 

historic collections (Montero & Dieguez, I 991; 1993). In 

that same year, the authors of this note began the retrieval in 

the fossil invertebrate collection. The collection consists of 

type specimens described by well known foreign 

researchers, such as Kilian, and Spanish researchers, such as 

Vilanova y Piera and Royo Gomez, among others. 

Further invertebrate fossil type material has been added to 

recent type material (from 1950 to present) after the retrieval 

of the historic collection. As yet, the catalogue of the historic 

collection has not been finished, but the major part (around 

70%) has listed an important amount of type material. 

In the past ten years numerous queries about Spanish 

type material supposed to be in MNCN have been received 

from researchers, from diverse countries, and for that reason, 

the authors considerer this note can be of use to the 

paleontological community. 

CATALOG 

Class Foraminifera 

Opercu!ina depere ti Gomez Llueca. MNCNI-5402. 

Gomez Llueca, J 927, p. 423. Lutetian. Bruxera, Orcheta, 

Alicante, Spain. [SYNTYPES]. 

Assifina b o!ivari Gomez Llueca. MNCNI-3852; 

MNCNI-5614. Gomez Llueca, 1927, p. 423. Lutetian. 

Agost, Alicante, Spain. [SYNTYPES]. 

Class Bivalvia 

Pee/en (Chfamys) scabriuscufus iberica Kilian. MNCNI-

15903. Kilian, I 892, Pl. x·, fig. 8a-b. Upper Helvetian. 

Albuf\uelas, Granada, Spain. [HOLOTYPE]. 

Pec:ten praesc:abriscu!us ta !arensis Kilian. MNCNJ-

15908. Kilian, I 892, Pl. X', fig. 7a-b. Lower Helvetian. 

Talara, Granada, Spain. [HOLOTYPE]. 
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