
QUATERNARY NON-MARINE OSTRACODS FROM LAKE BEDS 

IN NORTHERN PATAGONIA 

Gabriela C. CUSMINSKY' and Robin WHATLEY 2 

1 PROGEBA, Apartado N° 47 / Centro Regional Universitario Bariloche, C.C. I 336, 8400 S. C. de 

Bariloche, Rfo Negro, Argentina. 

'Micropalaeontology Research Group, Institute of Earth Studies, University of Wales, Aberystwyth, SY23 

308, UK. 

Cusminsky, G.C. and Whatley, R. 1996. Quaternary non-marine ostracods from lake beds in northern Patagonia. 
Revista Espaiiola de Paleon.tolog[a, 11 (2), 143-154. ISSN 0213-6937. 

ABSTRACT 

Eleven species of non-marine cytheracean and cypridacean Ostracoda are recorded from a series of lake beds 
with different climatic histories, in a West to East transect across the north-western part of Rio Negro Province in 
northern Patagonia. Five species, Limn.ocythere patagonica, L. rionegroensis, Eucypris virgata, E. labyrinthica 

and Ilyocypris ramirezi are designated as new. One species, Kapcypridopsis sp. is left in open nomenclature 
while Eucypris Jon.tan.a (Graf), E. virens (Jurine), Candon.apsis brasiliensis Sars, Cypridopsis intermedia Sars 
and Sarcypridopsis aculeata (Costa) are known species. The palaeosalinity tolerances of the various species is 
discussed in relationship to the history of the respective lakes. 
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RESUMEN 

Se identificaron once especies de ostracodos de agua duke, pertenecientes a !as superfamilias Cypridacea y 
Cytheracea extrafdos de muestras de fondos de lagos que representan diversas condiciones climaticas pasadas. El 
muestreo se estableci6 a lo largo de una transecta trazada de Este a Oeste en el noroeste de la provincia de Rio 
Negro, en el Norte de Patagonia, Argentina. De las once especies, !as siguientes cinco se reconocen como 
especies previamente descritas: Eucypris fontana (Graf), E. virens (Jurine), Can.don.apsis brasilien.sis (Sars) y 
Sarcypridopsis aculeata (Costa); una especie, Kapcypridopsis sp. se deja con nomenclatura abierta y !as cinco 
restantes se identificaron coma especies nuevas: Limnocythere patagon.ica, L. rion.egrensis, Eucypris virgata, E.

labyrinthica y llyocypris ramirezi. Se discute la tolerancia a la salinidad de las diferentes especies en relaci6n 
con la historia de los respectivos lagos. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The area of study is in the form of a W-E transect 
across the north-western part of Rio Negro Province in 
northern Patagonia, from Mount Tronador in the Andes 
to the area  of Lake Cari-laufquen Grande  on the 
Patagonian Steppe (Fig 1). 

As originally conceived, the project was to study 
modern freshwater lakes in the Pre-Andes, saline lakes in 
the western Patagonian Steppe and salt pans further east 
towards the Atlantic coast. This paper presents the 
ostracod fauna encountered to date from cores taken in 
bogs and lakes from El Trebol, Mallfn Aguado, Lago 
Seco, Los Juncos and La Salina. Salt pans as such have 
not yet been drilled but will be the subject of a future 
programme. Details of the lakes, the cores and the 

distribution of the ostracods are given in Whatley & 
Cusminsky (1995) and by Cusminsky (in press) and for 
two of the principal localities, in Figs. 2 and 3 herein. 

The cores were taken by members of the Argentine 
Antarctic Institute and PROGEBA using a Wiecovski 
corer. 

Details of the various cores are as follow: 

Name Location Length Code 

of core (m) 

El Trebol II Lat. 41°00'S 11 TII 

Long. 71°50'W 
Mallfn Aguado Lat. 41°0'S 14 MA 

Long. 71°29'W 
Lago Seco Lat. 41 °01 'S 9 LS 

Long. 71 °02'W 
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