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ABSTRACT

The Blanche Point Formation (late Eocene) was deposited in the geographically restricted St Vincent Basin,
South Australia. The Ostracoda of the Gull Rock and the Perkana Members (of this formation) are characterized
by many cytherellids, krithiids, pontocypridids, bythocypridids and many sighted trachyleberidids. These taxa
indicate outer shelf or epibathyal depths. Most specimens are represented by single valves, probably mainly as a
consequence of the relatively slow sedimentation rate. The basal part of the Gull Rock Member yields a striking
dominance of autochthonous cytherellids (synchronous with a peak in dominance of uvigerinid foraminifera) and
might perhaps reflect intensification of oxygen minimum conditions. Six new species are proposed:
Bairdoppilata willungaensis sp. nov., Trachyleberis maslinensis sp. nov., Trachyleberis reticulopustulosa sp.
nov., Actinocythereis? onkaparingaensis sp. nov., Werribeeleberis? mediacosta sp. nov. and Bradleya
mypongaensis sp. nov.
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RESUMEN

La Formacién Blanche Point (de edad Eoceno superior) fue depositada en la cuenca sedimentaria, restringida
geograficamente de St Vincent, Australia del Sur. Los ostracodos de los Miembros Gull Rock y Perkana estdn
caracterizados por la abundancia de representantes de las familias Cytherelledia, Krithiidae, Pontocyprididae,
Bythocyprididae y de trachyleberididos con tubérculos oculares. Ambas asociaciones se interpretan como
indicadores de profundidades epibatiales o plataformas externas. La mayor parte de los ostracodos estdn
representados por valvas desarticuladas probablemente como un efecto de la velocidad de sedimentacion
relativemente lenta. Cytherellidos autéctonos dominan fuertemente la parte basal del Miembro Gull Rock,
posiblemente como reflejo de una intensificacion de las condiciones del oxigeno minimum. Seis especies nuevas
son propuestas: Bairdoppilata willungaensis sp. nov., Trachyleberis maslinensis sp. nov., Trachyleberis
reticulopustulosa sp. nov., Actinocythereis? onkaparingaensis sp. nov., Werribeeleberis? mediacosta sp. nov. y
Bradleya mypongaensis sp. nov.
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INTRODUCTION

McKenzie et al. (1991, 1993) published the first
comprehensive taxonomic works dealing with Eocene-
Oligocene Ostracoda of South Australia and Victoria.
Earlier contributions are more biostratigraphical and
palaeoecological in scope, e.g. McKenzie (1974, 1979)
and McKenzie & Guha (1987). Palaeogene Ostracoda of
New Zealand have been studied by Hornibrook (1952,
1953), Ayress (1990, 1993ab), Whatley et al. (1992) and
Whatley & Millson (1992).
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The Ostracoda investigated here are late Eocene in
age and derive from the type-section of the highly
siliceous Blanche Point Formation which is exposed
along the coastal outcrops of Maslin and Aldinga
Beaches, near Port Willunga, South Australia (Fig. 1).
These exposures are classical in Australian stratigraphy
and well documented with respect to their foraminifera
(Lindsay, 1967, 1985; McGowran & Beecroft, 1986).
McKenzie er al. (1991) described ostracod species from
the Gull Rock Member of this formation. The present
study is restricted to the Gull Rock and the Perkana





















































