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ABSTRACT 

The present paper describes new fossil insect taxa from the Potrerillos and Los Rastros formations, from 
Mendoza and La Rioja Provinces respectively of Argentina, both of which are dated as late Middle Triassic to 
early Late Triassic. Three new genera and five new species are proposed, namely Dysmorphoptiloides acostai n. 
sp., Argentinocicada magna n. gen. et n. sp., Argentinocicada minuta n. sp., Potrerillia nervosa n. gen. et n. sp. 
(Auchenorrhyncha) and Miomina mendozina n. gen. et n. sp. (Miomoptera). The genus Notopamphagopsis 

Cabrera (Ensifera) is reviewed. These insects currently represent the most important documentation of a Triasssic 
insect fauna from South America. 
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RESUMEN 

En este trabajo se describen algunos componentes de Ja paleoentomofauna triasica de Argentina hallados en !as 
formaciones Potrerillos (Mendoza) y Los Rastros (La Rioja), ambas asignadas al Japso de finales de] Triasico 
Media al inicio de! Triasico Tardfo. Se proponen tres nuevos generos y cinco nuevas especies: 
Dysmorphoptiloides acostai n. sp., Argentinocicada magna n. gen. et n. sp., Argentinocicada minuca n. sp., 
Potrerillia nervosa 11. gen. et n. sp. (Auchenorrhyncha) y Miomina mendozina n. gen. et n. sp. (Miomoptera). Se 
brinda la revisi6n de! genera Notopamphagopsis Cabrera (Ensifera). Estos hallazgos representan el registro mas 
importante de insectos triasicos para America de! Sur. 

Palabras clave: Insectos fosiles, Triasico de America del Sur, Auchenorrhyncha, Miomoptera, Ensifera. 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper presents the description of a part of the 
fossil insect fauna from the Potrerillos and Los Rastros 
formations, respectively from the Mendoza and La Rioja 
P rovinces of Argentina, both dated as late Middle 
Triassic to early Late Triassic. Insects of the orders 
Auchenorrhyncha, Miomoptera and Ensifera are dealt 
with. 

The record of insects in the Triassic of South America 
is sparse; it has been summarized by Gallego (1997). 
From the Triassic of Brazil only three species are known: 
two Auchenorrhyncha, Sanctipaulus mendesi Pinto, 1956 
and Prosbolidinella riorastensis Martins-Neto and Rohn, 

1996 and one Blattoptera, Triassoblatta cargnini Pinto 

and Ornellas, 1974. In the Potrerillos Formation, more 
particularly the stratigraphic level at southern Cerro 
Cacheuta (Mendoza Province) contains the insects 
described by Cabrera (1928), Carpenter (1960), Pinto and 
Purper (1978) and Marquat (1991). For the Los Rastros 
Formation the only record is a short note by Frenguelli 
(1948), who mentioned coleopteran elytra, at the well 
known Ischigualasto locality in San Juan Province. 
Fuenzalida (1937) and Cecioni and Westermann (1968) 
cited the presence of undetermined insects from the 
"Rhaetic" of the Punta Puquin, Los Lobos and Los 
Molles localities, from the Quebrada del Peral, Province 
of Central Chile, in strata of the El Puquen Formation 
(probably equivalent to the Pichidangui Formation, sensu 

Rivano and Sepulveda, 1991). 
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