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ABSTRACT 

The protection of palaeontological heritage is justified by its own specificity, which results from its limited 

visibility, spatial variability, in-eproducibility and importance as a record of past biodiversity. Until the present in 

Portugal the laws concerning the preservation of natural areas are focused mainly on the protection of threatened 

living species and their habitats, neglecting any geological aspect, and even less the concept of palaeontological 

heritage. The present analysis refers to the fossil-site of Ribeira de Cacela, included in the Natural Park of Ria 

Formosa (Algarve, southern Portugal), which represents a site of great paleontological interest. No particular 

palaeontological inventory being still available, and no any effective protective measures having yet been 

applied, the result is a continuous dilapidation of the palaeontological heritage, caused by sediment removal and, 

especially, by the continuous exploitation of sites by uncontrolled fossil collectors. The obvious consequence is 

the loss of important scientific information. Considering the palaeontological importance of this area, as well as 

its scientific, educational and cultural interest, a formal proposal will be made to the lnstituto da Conserva1,ao da 

Natureza (the Portuguese Nature Conservation Institute), in order to nominate this outcrop as a Natural 

Monument and to promote its protection. Although the proposed legal protection is expected to be a long and 

difficult process, they will be rewarded by the resulting benefits. 
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RESUMEN 

La salvaguarda de! patrimonio paleontol6gico se justifica por su propria especificidad, que resulta en gran 

medida de su caracter inmueble y limitaci6n espacial, irreproducibilidad y por su importancia como testimonio 

insustituible de la diversidad biol6gica de! pasado. Hasta el momento, en Portugal las leyes de conservaci6n de 

los espacios naturales existentes se centran principalmente en la protecci6n de las especies vivas amenazadas y 

de su entorno biotico, sin englobar aspectos geol6gicos y, mucho menos, el concepto de patri111011io 

paleontol6gico. El presente trabajo se refiere al yacimento de Ribeira de Cacela. localidad de gran valor 

paleontol6gico, incluido en el Parque Natural de Ria Formosa (Algarve, Portugal). La inexistencia de un 

inventario paleontol6gico formal y de medidas de protecci6n efectivas, da lugar al deterioro continuo del 

patrimonio paleontol6gico, originado por remoci6n de sedimento y, especialmente, por el expolio de los f6siles. 

La consecuencia de estos hechos es la perdida de informaci6n paleontol6gica, cientffica, educativa y cultural de 

esta area. Con el objetivo de promover la conservaci6n de este yacimienlo, se ha elevado una propuesta formal al 

Instituto da Conserva1,ao da Natureza (Jnstituto de la Conservaci6n de la Naturaleza en Portugal), para su 

nominaci6n como Monwnento Natural. A pesar de que esta propuesta pasara por un proceso dificil y lento, estas 
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