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ABSTRACT 

Adiantites adiantoides (Lindley and Hutton) Kidston, Pseudadiantites sessilis (Roehl) Gothan and 
Pseudadiantites rhomboideus (Ettingshausen) comb. nov. are figured and described as well as Rhacopteridiu111 
speciosum (Ettingshausen) Hirmer, as part of a revision of lower Pennsylvanian floras of Nova Scotia. These 
species show a foliar branching structure which is described as "pseudopinnate" as against the fully planated 
pinnate structure of the Palaeozoic fern and pteridosperm fronds. Their systematic affinity is unknown. A 
discussion is presented of the genera Adiantites, Pseudadiantites, Aneimites, Pa/aeopteridium, and 
Triphyllopteris, and the problematic nature of the history of Adiantites is emphasised. The four species described 
are rare though rather more widespread than previous records suggested. Their occurrence is apparently linked to 
habitat and local palaeogeography rather than to considerations of general palaeogeographic distribution. 
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RESUMEN 

Se describen y figuran las especies Adiantites adiantoides (Lindley y Hutton) Kidston, Pseudadiantites sessilis 
(Roehl) Gothan, Ps. rhomboideus (Ettingshausen) comb. nov. y Rhacopteridium speciosum (Ettingshausen) 
Hirmer como parte de una revision de !as floras del Pensilvanico inferior de Nueva Escocia, Canada. Estas 
especies muestran una estructura foliar "pseudopinnada" que no corresponde a la pinnatffida aplanada de las 
frondes de los helechos y pteridospermas del Paleozoico. Sus afinidades sistematicas son desconocidas. Se 
presenta una discusi6n sobre la historia y el contenido de los generos Adiantites, Pseudadianrites, Aneimites, 
Palaeopteridium y Triphyllopteris, haciendo hincapie en los cambios de definici6n del genera Adiantites, que se 
presenta como el mas problematico. Las cuatro especies descri tas son raras, aunque no tan acantonadas 
geograficamente como algunos autores han indicado. Sus registros, mas bien esporadicos, parecen estar 
relacionados con elementos de la paleogeografia local y pueden ser interprecados en clave de tratarse de especies 
foraneas a !as facies pantanosas habituales en los ambientes hulleros de! Pensilvanico. 

Palabras clave: Flora, Pensilvanico, Namuriense, Westfaliense, Nueva Escocia, habitat extraconcal. 

Carboniferous floras in western Europe, and proposed 
several synonymies, little n9tice was taken of her work 
by European authors, who generally acknowledged its 
quality but largely ignored its taxonomic consequences. 
A more comprehensive account of the lower 
Pennsylvanian floras of Maritime Canada, based on a 
description of megafloral remains from Nova Scotia, was 
p ublished thirty years later by Bell ( 1944), who 
distinguished between a Riversdale Group and a 

INTRODUCTION 

A small number of monographic papers dealing with 
megafloral taxa from lower P ennsylvanian strata of 
Atlantic Canada include Marie Stopes's (1914) excellent 
revision of the "Fern Ledges" flora of New Brunswick, 
originally described by Dawson (]861, 1862, 1871, 1873, 
1882) and Matthew ( 1906). Although Stopes showed 
clearly the similarity of this flora with contemporaneous 
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